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Communication of CRC LEME’s salinity science to peers, clients and stakeholders

Abbreviated title: 
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Type of project
Centre



(Centre or Industry/Commercial):
Program:  
4

Themes:  
Salinity and applications of regolith geoscience for Natural Resource Management

Project Leader:  
Ken Lawrie
Start date and duration:  2006-07 financial year 
Participants:
 
GA, CSIRO DEM & L&W, ANU, CUT, AU
Brief project description: (in no more than 500 words address objectives, scope of work, knowledge to date, what is new, interactions with other projects) 
P4 has generated many technical reports in the last 4 years, building up a wealth of materials for wider dissemination. In the last 2 years of LEME there is an opportunity to build on this foundation, with the aim of building momentum to the ISF 2008 conference that essentially coincides with the end of LEME. 
The aims of this project are to communicate the outcomes of P4’s salinity projects to a national and international client, stakeholder and peer base. While regolith geoscience is broadly accepted now within minerals exploration, there is still poor awareness of regolith geoscience within the broad NRM community. Specific challenges exist with convincing key peer groups of the value of regolith science for salinity management. These include hydrogeological modellers, NRM modellers, policy makers, and key client and stakeholder groups, particularly in the eastern States, that hold the purse strings for further application of our science (eg State agencies and CMAs).
This project recognises the need to communicate LEME’s science within NRM to a very diverse group of peers and decision makers. This diversity requires a multi-pronged strategy, with delivery of a range of multi-media outputs. In order to demonstrate the quality and value of our science, particular attention will be given in the remaining 2 years to gaining peer acceptance in national and international forums (journals and conferences), while recognising that great strides must also be made in familiarising potential clients with our methods and products.
Particular emphasis in the last 2 years of LEME will be given to preparation of legacy products, publication of peer reviewed science publications, and knowledge transfer activities with clients. Specific deliverables will include:

(a) Work will commence on a number of key legacy products to be delivered over the final 2 years of LEME. Details of these legacy volumes are dealt with in separate project schedules. The main legacy products are:

1. Special thematic publication in AJES volume from SA NAP projects (in final edit stages, for publication in Dec. 06).

2. AESC 2006. Ken Lawrie is convenor of the major symposium ‘Environmental and Geological Hazards and Risks to Australasia’ and 3 parallel environmental symposia. LEME is a major sponsor and participant. Specific products being developed (LEME staff as editors and contributors) are:

i. A book for decision makers and the general public documenting our present understanding of the Environmental and Geological Hazards and Risks to Australasia

ii. Invited scientific papers in a special issue of a major international hazards journal

iii. Field trip guides (2 field trips).

3. International Association of Sedimentologists Special Publication on Australian Cainozoic Cratonic Basins. Jon Clarke and Colin Paine are editors of this volume, with several LEME contributors. This is planned for release to coincide with a workshop at ISF 08.

4. A special volume of case studies of the use of DEMs in environmental mapping and management. Colin Pain to edit, with contributions from several LEME staff. To be prepared in conjunction with MODSIM conference series, this will be timed for release to coincide with ISF 08.

5. Special LEME volume on Environmental Geophysics (contributions from several LEME staff, and edited by Paul Wilkes and Richard Lane). To be released at ISF08.

6. International Salinity Forum ISF 08 (31 March to 3 April 2008). Specific legacy products from P4 will include:

i. ISF 08 peer reviewed journal volumes (writing to commence in July 06). Specific special issues of international journals will be produced for salinity mapping, salinity management, catchment characterisation, and salinity processes. LEME staff will be invited to contribute to overview papers, and submit case study results.

ii. ISF 08 workshop materials. It is planned to run at least 2 workshops: one on the use of AEM for mapping and managing salinity (Tim Munday to organise), and a second workshop on Basins and catchment characterisation (Ken Lawrie, John Wilford and Jon Clarke to organise).

iii. ISF 08 field trip guides. Three field trips with significant LEME input and leadership are currently planned. One will be focussed on salinity in the WA wheat belt, one on salinity in the Murray Basin, and another on salt water intrusion and salinity mitigation etc in Qld. LEME staff to contribute to all of these.

iv. ISF 08- NAPSWQ- sponsored information session for CMAs and decision makers (invited workshop)

(b) Ken Lawrie has been appointed to an IUGS working group (GEM) on communicating environmental geoscience to decision makers. It is planned to link LEME’s activities in this area to both IGC 08 and the International Year of Planet Earth (2008, although activities will span 2007-09). Materials and activities will be developed specifically to showcase LEME’s contribution to an understanding of environmental issues, and will be coordinated with Ian lambert who is Australia’s geoscience representative for International Year of Planet Earth. KL’s attendance at international GEM meetings will be co-sponsored by GA-LEME and IUGS.
(c) Submission of project results eg MDB uplands, Lr Balonne, Bland, Rural Towns, Chowilla, and salinity dynamics results to international journals (see list in table below)

(d) Community-based knowledge transfer workshops for salinity mapping and management (MDBC project areas, WA wheat belt, SA and Eastern Australia)

(e) Conferences participation. Specific conferences where LEME staff have been invited or wish to present in the final 2 years of LEME include:

1. AESC 2006, 2nd-6th July in Melbourne 

2. Hydrogeophysics Workshop 31 July - 2 August 2006 Vancouver
3. 10th Murray-Darling Basin Groundwater Workshop, 18-20th September 2006, Canberra

4. Joint Congress of: 9th Australasian Environmental Isotope Conference & 2nd Australasian Hydrogeology Research Conference,13-15 December 2006, Adelaide SA

5. 18th World Soils Congress in Philadelphia 2006
6. ANCID 2006, Darwin, October 06.
7. Goldschmidt 2006, Melbourne.
8. 20th SAGEEP Symposium on the application of geophysics to engineering and environmental problems, April 1-5, 2007, Denver, USA.

9. ASEG 19th International Geophysical Conference and Exhibition, Perth Nov 2007

10. MODSIM Christchurch, NZ Dec 2007

11. ANZGG Queenstown TAS Feb 2008

12. ISF 2008 in Adelaide, 30th March to 4th April 2008

(f) Logistic support (T/A) for organising and convening AESC 2006 and associated field trips, and ISF 2007/8. Ken Lawrie is convenor of AESC Invited Symposium, and on International Steering Committee and Technical Committee of ISF 08. 
(g) Continued input to up-grade of website materials to inform on salinity and broader NRM activities. This will be undertaken largely by Greg Lawrence, but will need a number of P4 staff to prepare materials;

(h) Write contributions for the Salinity Communication newsletter ‘Focus on Salt’, and other relevant publications (eg client magazines and other publication media- newspapers).

Other activities such as producing on-line materials, and articles for newsletters, Focus on Salt etc, are covered in HQ costs. Sponsorship for AESC 06 ($10k) and ISF 08 ($20k) are covered in HQ budget.

Deliverables (outputs) and expected impacts of research (outcomes): 

See attached table.
Milestones: (dates of significant events marking scientific progress)
See attached table.

Confidentiality requirements 

Nil

Date submitted to Executive: 

Date approved by CEO/Exec:

23.6.06
Date approved by Board:

29.6.06
Note: Out-of-Budget revisions/updates to the approved Project Summary are to be submitted by Program Leader to Susan Game HO Perth for approval by CEO and advice to Business Manager.  
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PROJECT OPERATING COSTS  $K  2006-2007
	
	$K
	Source external funds

	CRC Opex funds requested
	$40k
	

	Committed (definite) external funds
	
	

	Total Project Opex
	$40K
	


	Possible additional external funds (for info)
	
	


DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL PROJECT OPERATING COSTS 2006-2007
Show major expenditure items and allocation to core parties
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