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Themes:  

Salinity, acidity etc
Project Leader:  
Ken Lawrie
Start date and duration:  July 06 to end June 2008
Participants:
 GA, CSIRO. This project will link with activities in communicating environmental geoscience to decision makers through the IUGS and Year of Planet Earth activities.
Brief project description: (in no more than 500 words address objectives, scope of work, knowledge to date, what is new, interactions with other projects) 
The United Nations General Assembly has proclaimed the year 2008 to be the United Nations International Year of Planet Earth. The Year's activities will span the three years 2007-2009. A key aim of this major event is to develop plans and projects aimed at promoting the contribution to sustainable development of society by using knowledge and information provided by the geosciences. It will be the biggest ever international effort to promote the Earth sciences. 

Implementation will take place through a Science and Outreach Programmes. This is a joint initiative by the International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) and UNESCO. Implementation will be both on an international and on national levels. The Corporation of the Year of Planet Earth will be responsible for international implementation and National Committees on national levels. 
A key activity of the Year of Planet Earth activities is an outreach program that will seek to develop plans and programs to ensure decision makers and politicians are better informed about the how Earth scientific knowledge can be used for sustainable development. As part of the implementation strategy, the IUGS Commission on Geosciences for Environmental Management (GEM) will focus on developing strategies to guide geoscientists on how best to integrate geosciences into environmental policy and to communicate the concepts to potential interest groups such as policy makers, politicians, environmental organizations other science disciplines and the general public.

This proposal seeks to ensure that LEME’s regolith science is incorporated in national and international plans. To this end, a small group of LEME scientists will coordinate LEME’s input and response. Groundwater, hazards, soils and climate are some of the nine major themes being prioritised. Ken Lawrie has been appointed to the management team of the GEM International Working Group, and will liaise with Ian Lambert who is coordinating efforts to develop national plans within Australia. Colin Simpson (LUAC) sits on the higher level GEM International Committee.

Deliverables (outputs) and expected impacts of research (outcomes): 

· Reports and other information packages will be developed to ensure that regolith geoscience and the multi-disciplinary science undertaken within LEME’s environmental programs is included within national and international case studies and is considered in the development of future (international) strategies.
· Papers will be developed for presentation at GEM working group meetings (twice annually)
· Documents will be prepared that will contribute to development of national and international responses.

· It is proposed to link the ISF 08 with this activity. 

Milestones: (dates of significant events marking scientific progress)
· Presentation of draft paper of Australian case studies to GEM working group workshop in UK, September 2006
· GEM working group workshop and meting to be held in mid-late 2007
· National workshop in 2007

· Annual reports

· Presentation of GEM working group papers documenting LEME science in context of Australian case studies at IGC in Norway, 2008.

Confidentiality requirements

None
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Note: Out-of-Budget revisions/updates to the approved Project Summary are to be submitted by Program Leader to Susan Game HO Perth for approval by CEO and advice to Business Manager.  
 

RESOURCES 2006-2007
STAFFING-FTEs 
(eg 0.50) for 2006-2007 (minimal fractional contribution should be 0.05)
	Staff name
	In-kind,

CRC or

Industry
	ANU
	AU
	CUT
	CSIRO EM
	CSIRO 
LW
	GA
	NSW DPI
	PIRSA
	Total

	Ken Lawrie
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.05
	
	
	0.05

	Steve Rogers
	
	
	
	
	
	0.05
	
	
	
	0.05

	Ian lambert
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.05
	
	
	0.05

	Colin Pain
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.05
	
	
	0.05

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.15
	
	
	0.2


All LEME STUDENTS contributing to Project 2006-2007
	Students Name
	University
	PhD or Honours

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


PROJECT OPERATING COSTS  $K  2006-2007
	
	$K
	Source external funds

	CRC Opex funds requested
	3.5K
	

	Committed (definite) external funds
	3K
	IUGS and GA

	Total Project Opex
	6.5K
	


	Possible additional external funds (for info)
	
	UN/UNESO Outreach funds 


DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL PROJECT OPERATING COSTS 2006-2007
Show major expenditure items and allocation to core parties
	Expenditure Item
	ANU
	AU
	CUT
	CSIRO EM
	CSIRO 

LW
	GA
	NSW DPI
	PIRSA
	Total

	T/A for trip to GEM workshop in UK
	
	
	
	
	
	2*
	
	
	2

	T/A for national GEM coordination meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	1.5
	
	
	1.5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	3.5
	
	
	3.5


* Jointly funded by IUGS ($1k) and GA ($2k).
Complete indicative resource table for following year if appropriate 

RESOURCES 2007-2008
STAFFING-FTEs 
(eg 0.50) for 2007-2008 (minimal fractional contribution should be 0.05)

	Staff Name
	In-kind,

CRC or

Industry
	ANU
	AU
	CUT
	CSIRO EM
	CSIRO 
LW
	GA
	NSW DPI
	PIRSA
	Total

	Ken Lawrie
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.05
	
	
	0.05

	Steve Rogers
	
	
	
	
	
	0.05
	
	
	
	0.05

	Ian Lambert
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.05
	
	
	0.05

	Colin Pain
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.05
	
	
	0.05

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	0.05
	0.15
	
	
	0.2


All LEME STUDENTS contributing to Projects 2007-2008
	Students Name
	University
	PhD or Honours

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


PROJECT OPERATING COSTS  $K  2007-2008  (NOT APPROVED AS YET)
	
	$K
	Source external funds

	CRC Opex funds requested
	5K
	

	Committed (definite) external funds
	
	Likely to match 06-07

	Total Project Opex
	5K
	


	Possible additional external funds (for info)
	
	


DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL PROJECT OPERATING COSTS 2007-2008
Show major expenditure items and allocation to core parties. This table is to revised if ‘possible additional external’ funds become definite. 
	Expenditure Item
	ANU
	AU
	CUT
	CSIRO EM
	CSIRO 
LW
	GA
	NSW DPI
	PIRSA
	Total

	T/A for trip to IUGS workshop/conference
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	
	
	2*

	T/A for national GEM coordination meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	
	
	3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	5
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


* limited IUGS funds also likely to be forthcoming ($1K, and GA funds also ($2K)= total $3K external funds
