[image: image1.jpg]Northern Territory Government

Department of Primary Industry, Fisheries and Mines





MEDIA RELEASE

3 April 2006








 



NT atlas gives clue to valuable mineral deposits
A glossy colour atlas and accompanying wall map that will give explorers valuable clues to the location of mineral deposits in the Northern Territory have been released at a major national seminar in Alice Springs.
The Atlas of Regolith Materials and Regolith Map of the Northern Territory were launched at the Annual Geoscience Exploration Seminar (AGES) at the Alice Springs Convention Centre.
About 200 industry and government delegates from all over Australia last week attended AGES, a two-day convention for exploration industry practitioners and investors, hosted by the NT Geological Survey, part of the Department of Primary Industry, Fisheries and Mines (DPIFM).

The atlas contains more than 600 colour photographs of the major regolith materials – primarily surface soils and loose rock - as well as tables of geochemical data and diagrams of particle size distribution for regolith materials. The map was compiled from field observations from more than 1500 sites across the Territory, as well as existing geological maps and satellite imagery. Together, the atlas and map constitute the first comprehensive collection of data and descriptions of regolith-landform systems from across the Territory.

The Minister for Mines and Energy, Kon Vatskalis, said the atlas would be an invaluable tool for explorers. “This atlas will assist their recognition and under-standing of regolith materials which cover vast areas of the NT. This understanding is vital to enable identification of mineral deposits in the underlying geology.”

The regolith project is a two-year joint venture between the NT Geological Survey (NTGS) and the Co-operative Research Centre for Landscape Environments and Mineral Exploration (CRC LEME). Expertise for the project was provided by Geoscience Australia and the CSIRO with NTGS contributing critical geological knowledge, data and field support.
“These products will be useful in assisting explorers in land resource assessment, engineering geology and environmental studies,” Mr Vatskalis added. “I am very pleased that the cooperative relationship between my Department and CRC LEME has resulted in a suite of new tools to assist explorers in identifying prospective areas within the Territory’s challenging geological environment.”

The two-day AGES event also featured the inaugural Central Australian Mining Services Expo, featuring 18 industry and government exhibits, organised by the Department of Business, Economic and Regional Development (DBERD). This showcased a number of Central Australian businesses and their capabilities to support mining and exploration activity.
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