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Brief History – Reg Sprigg

• 1919 – born in Stansbury
• 1936 – elected Member Royal Society of SA
• 1941 – M.Sc. Adelaide University
• 1942 – CSIR Soils
• 1944 – 1954 – SA Mines Department
• 1954 – Geosurveys of Australia Pty Ltd
• 1962 – founded Beach Petroleum
• 1968 – purchased Arkaroola Pastoral Lease



1940 – central Flinders Ranges
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First Meeting of APEA -1961
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Selected Geological Contributions

• Discovery of Precambrian fossils at Ediacara in 
1946

• Discovery of deep submarine canyons on the 
edge of the continental shelf south of Kangaroo 
Island in 1947 – rediscovered 15 years later

• Promoting the link between “youthful” domed 
sediments in south-west GAB and petroleum 
potential in deep anticlinal traps



Regolith and Landscape



Trans. Roy. Soc., 1942

Geology and Soils – Adelaide area

Geological Survey Bulletin 32



Geological Survey SA,  Bulletin 32



South East –Landscape Evolution

Geological Survey SA,  Bulletin 29



Drowned calcarenite beach dune – 
South East Coast



Milankovitch Orbital-Climatic Theory

Geological Survey SA,  Bulletin 29            18th IGC London 1948



Sprigg - Sedimentary Geology, 1978

Dune building in 
response to 

climatic changes 
during ‘glacial’ 

and ‘interglacial’ 
phases



Sprigg 

(Sedimentary 
Geology 

1978)



• Spriggina originally 
described as an annelid 
(segmented worm), now 
appears to be related to 
the arthropods - although 
Spriggina had no hard 
parts, and it is unclear 
exactly what kind of 
appendages it had 

• By nearly any measure, 
the most successful 
animals on the planet are 
the arthropods Spriggina floundersi

(after University of California, Museum of
Palaeontology, Berkeley, 2007)
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