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Geophysical Maps - Magnetics 


Magnetic minerals and rocks

Some minerals are highly magnetic, some are mildly magnetic and others have no magnetic properties at all. Rocks are made of mixtures of minerals and as a result some rocks are highly magnetic and others are not. It just depends on the type and and amount of magnetic minerals they contain.

Magnetics maps

All rock units are magnetic but not all give rise to readily observable magnetic effects. The new generation of airborne magnetic surveys are able to map fine structural and sedimentary detail previously undetected and, therefore, provide additional geological information to regional studies. In contrast to some of the other methods mentioned (eg radiometrics), airborne magnetic surveys are able, in principle, to penetrate to great depths.

In the study area, the magnetics reveal a branching drainage pattern buried under the present landscape. The sands and gravels in this ancient drainage system contain a high percentage of highly magnetic minerals and therefore are very easily seen on this map.
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